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MID VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT - A LEARNING COMMUNITY DEDICATED TO EXCELLENCE

Special Report: Kindergarten

Kindergarten, the German
concept of a children’s garden,
has its roots in late 18t century
Bavaria and Strasbourg.
Friedrich Frobel is credited as
first using the term to describe
an innovative and “natural”
approach to early childhood
education.

Kindergarten education has
undergone significant changes
in the USA during the past 15
years. The national school
accountability, standards, and
high-stakes testing movements
have changed the character and
goals of kindergarten.
Researchers and experts in early
childhood education have
documented with concern how
contemporary kindergartens
have a much stronger focus on
academic learning than they did
a decade ago. As a result, some
call kindergarten the “new first

grade.” America’s changing
demographics add another layer
of complexity to early childhood
education. As of the fall of 2014,
the overall number of Latino,
African-American, and Asian
students in public K - 12
classrooms surpassed that of
non-Hispanic whites. These
changes reinforce the need to
meet students’ diverse cultural,
linguistic, and learning needs
within an environment of more
challenging academic standards.

A study by a Harvard University
research team found that
“students who had learned
much more in kindergarten
were more likely to go to college
than students with otherwise
similar backgrounds. Students
who learned more were also less
likely to become single parents.
As adults, they were more likely
to be saving for retirement.
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Perhaps most striking, they
were earning more” (Leonhardt,
2010). In other words,
kindergarten really matters, and
the quality of early childhood
education has a significant
impact on adult lives.

Fortunately, our wonderful
kindergarten students have
dedicated teachers who care
deeply about them and their
education.

In keeping with our goal of
celebrating our teachers, this
issue of Curriculum News
features interviews with three of
our amazing Kindergarten
teachers, Mrs. Jody Laboranti
(above), Mrs. Robin Youngblood,
and Mrs. Erin Scholl. The
teachers were asked to discuss
what they find fulfilling and
challenging, and to share any
additional thoughts on their
very important work.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Friedrich_Fr%C3%B6bel
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Mrs. Laboranti:

The most fulfilling thing about
teaching Kindergarten is the way
the students get excited about
learning new things. It's so
rewarding to see the moment
when a child gets or understands
what you are teaching. I love the
way they learn.

Education:

Bachelors in Elementary
Education/ Minor in English
from Marywood and Masters in
School Administration from

University of Scranton
The most challenging about Y

teaching Kindergarten is the
different learning abilities that
enter your room.

Mrs. Scholl:

Every student starts Kindergarten
on a different level. Some students
already know their letters and
sounds and some do not. The most
fulfilling part about teaching
Kindergarten is watching the
students become readers by the
end of the school.

The most challenging part about
teaching Kindergarten is making
enough time to listen to all of the
students’ stories!

Favorite Education Expert: Charlotte Danielson

Education: Bachelor’s College Misericordia and Master’s from Wilkes University
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Mrs. Youngblood:

The most fulfilling part of teaching Kindergarten is when the students are able to blend sounds to read words.
We get to teach them a skill they will use every day for the rest of their lives.

The most challenging part of Kindergarten is the beginning of the year when the students come in with a huge
difference of ability levels and a big difference in what academic exposure they have had.

I believe the most important skill we teach is phonics (letters, letter sounds, and blending). Learning to read is a
skill that all students need to find success in all other subjects. The strategies and supports that help struggling

learners are Title I Reading, peer tutoring, and flex grouping.

Favorite Education Expert: Lev Vygotsky

Education: Marywood University (She loved it!)

Mrs. Youngblood in action with her students

Spartan University is in
session!

Teachers and administrators have already worked
together to learn more about Sapphire, ESL, Gmail, and
data analysis. Come join us!

Spartan University is offered for and by Mid Valley
School District employees!
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Instructional Time is Precious!

In an average American classroom, students are actively involved in learning for approximately 2.5 hours
during a regular 6-hour school day. The rest of the day is taken up by noninstructional activities, lunch,
transitions, interruptions, etc. In a recent study, the researchers found that instruction in a majority of
Japanese classrooms is never interrupted! Not once. No bells, announcements, or phone calls are allowed to
disrupt instruction because it is so highly valued. Instructional time is, as Gollum would say, precious.

What can teachers do?

Establish a classroom culture that values instructional time and does
not tolerate interruptions. Prohibit the use of cell phones in class and
strictly enforce the rule in your classroom. There is too much work to be
done. Teach from bell-to-bell. Manage your classroom efficiently by
establishing teaching procedures. Have all necessary materials ready at the
beginning of the lesson. Actively engage students in the learning process.
Engage your students by having them: *Respond chorally *Use response
cards *Make choices *Share with their neighbor

Students who are engaged are less likely to be disruptive. Active engagement
also provides a quick way to assess whether your students are learning and understanding. Use informal
and formal assessment procedures frequently to check for understanding. If the class understands a
concept, move on rather than having them complete work that repeatedly demonstrates their
understanding. Using strategies such as those listed above will add valuable minutes to your day, resulting
in more time for your students to learn.

HOMEWORK: Best Practices (Part II)

e Teach students self-regulation sKkills (i.e. how to do homework): setting an appropriate work
environment, managing time, handling distractions, monitoring motivation, and controlling negative
emotions. (Xu, 2008)

e Vatterott (2010) identified five characteristics of good homework: purpose, efficiency,
ownership, competence, and aesthetic appeal.
O Purpose = meaningful
Efficiency = does not take a long time but requires thinking
Ownership = give students choices and connect homework to their interests
Competence = differentiate homework so it is the appropriate level of difficulty
Aesthetic appeal = visually pleasing and uncluttered (less information on the page, plenty of
room to write answers, and use of graphics or clip art) = make it look appealing
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"This is the value of the teacher, who looks at a face and says there's something behind that and I want to reach
that person, I want to influence that person, I want to encourage that person, I want to enrich, [ want to call
out that person who is behind that face, behind that color, behind that language, behind that tradition, behind
that culture. I believe you can do it. I know what was done for me.”—Maya Angelou



